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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Town of Westerly (the Town) has developed a strategic plan for the Route One Corridor to encourage 
the type of development the Town and community would like to see along Route One to meet the goals 
of the 2020-2040 Comprehensive Community Plan. This plan combines new analysis conducted as 
part of the project with work that has been done previously by various parties to develop a cohesive, 
implementable strategy for the Route One Corridor that will guide Town departments, the Planning Board, 
the Economic Development Commission, private properties owners and investors, and state agencies. 
It consists of an existing conditions assessment, the implementation of a robust public engagement 
strategy, stakeholder engagement, and an analysis of site conditions and implementable strategies.

The Route One Corridor Study provides assessment and strategic actions for six general topic areas, 
which include travel, infrastructure, aesthetics, housing, economics, and development regulation. A 
brief overview of findings and proposed actions is provided below. More detailed information on each 
topic area can be found in Section 3 of the study.

Travel in the Corridor
The Route One Corridor, which is a state-owned roadway, can be experienced through several different 
modes of travel. Traveling the corridor by car, as a pedestrian, bicyclist, or on a bus, each lends itself to 
a somewhat different experience; however, in its current condition Route One does not provide travel at 
an appropriate level of ease and safety. There is a lack of pedestrian and bicycle amenities (crosswalks, 
bicycle lane, pedestrian crossing signals, disconnected sidewalks, obstructed sidewalks). Street signs 
along the Corridor can be overwhelming and confusing and the Corridor lacks accessibility for people 
with physical disabilities.

The overall vision is to improve travel in the Route One Corridor so that it flows logically with clear 
wayfinding.  Achieving that vision would include providing for easy access to, from, and between 
businesses and parking that is well-designed for the intended use.  Also, making navigation of the 
corridor safe and convenient via all modes of transportation (motorists, cyclists, pedestrians, etc.) and 
ensuring there is adequate balance between public and private transportation.

Travel in the Route One Corridor can be overwhelming for motorists, pedestrians, and 
cyclists.
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How can this be accomplished? This study proposes consolidation of curb cuts, improve access 
management between businesses and other uses; improved pedestrian connection and safety through 
consistent sidewalks and more appropriately signalized crossings; and establishment of aesthetically 
consistent sign standards. Because Route One is owned by the State of Rhode Island, implementation 
will require significant coordination with the Rhode Island Department of Transportation. This should 
begin with a Road Safety Audit, which will help to determine deficiencies and to direct interventions. 

Infrastructure in the Corridor
Infrastructure in the Corridor includes stormwater, water supply, wastewater, broadband, and utility 
lines. The Corridor’s infrastructure is owned by both private and public parties, including the Town, 
the State, utility companies, private businesses, and other property owners; therefore, improvement 
to conditions will require local action as well as close coordination with other owners of infrastructure. 
Current conditions constrain growth and economic development due to limited water and wastewater 
capacity as well as reportedly spotty broadband. Overhead utility lines present an unappealing visual 
aesthetic as well as a risk of outage during severe storms.

The overall vision is to provide for an effective level of water, wastewater, broadband, and other services 
that encourages development that is commensurate with the growth anticipated in the Comprehensive 
Plan and the sensitive natural resources surrounding the Corridor.

How can this be accomplished? This study proposes revising existing stormwater management 
standards to require the use of green infrastructure. The Town should establish improved water 
conservation standards to ensure adequate water for residential and commercial growth as well as to 
protect the Wood-Pawcatuck sole source aquifer. Similarly, the Town should assess existing wastewater 
infrastructure and provide adequate funding for improvements to support growth. The Town should 
also develop a telecommunications master plan and a plan for undergrounding communication and 
electrical utility lines.

Aesthetics in the Corridor
For the purposes of this study, aesthetics refers to the visual appeal of the Corridor as it relates to 
landscaping, retail signs, and building design and massing. A esthetic appeal is an important component 
of economic development. People are generally drawn to places that look nice and create a certain 
sense of place. 

As an overall vision, the aesthetics of the Corridor should demonstrate the character and charm of 
Westerly with a cohesive design that effectively mixes business, residential, and protected green space.  
Aesthetics should be established so as to encourage community gathering. Gathering spaces should 
be attractive to residents, businesses, consumers, and visitors. 

Aesthetic appeal is an important component of economic development. People are 
generally drawn to places that look nice and create a certain sense of place. 
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How can this be accomplished? This study proposes consistent landscaping standards that incentivize 
curb appeal, enhanced and incentivized sign replacement and improved architectural and landscaping 
design standards.

Housing in the Corridor
One Corridor has an existing and important residential footprint. By adding mixed-use opportunities to 
existing commercial areas, Westerly can encourage integration with the development of neighborhood 
character and charm of Westerly across the Corridor.  This will add “community” and “place” to the 
convenience of local businesses and services for residents and commerce alike. Housing of different 
types and sizes for people scaling up or scaling down, services that complement residential uses, 
access to shopping, travelways, and destinations.

Currently the housing established within the Route One Corridor is predominantly single-family and 
is not properly integrated with commercial areas.  Where it is located, it often clustered together but 
sporadically among the commercial development.

As an overall vision, the Route One Corridor should include a broad range of integrated, inclusive, age-
friendly,  and  affordable  housing  options, which are supported by local policy, state and nonprofit 
partnerships, and private development interests. 

How can this be accomplished? This study proposes promotion of mixed uses (e.g., commercial and 
residential together) on appropriate parcels or locations. This approach is anticipated to provide a wider 
range of housing choices, better integration of housing. This study also recommends providing better 
pedestrian connections between to existing residential neighborhoods and commercial uses on Route 
One.

Most housing in the Route One Corridor is single-family and lacks integration with 
commercial areas. 
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